







August 2008
Dear Parents,


Our students are commencing their Bar/Bat Mitzvah program and there is much to be accomplished. Please allow me to enlist your co-operation in ensuring an enjoyable experience throughout his/her time in preparation for this milestone in the lifetime of your youngster and family. You are planning a wonderful simcha around this young man/woman. He/she is the focal point of this tradition. Therefore, in order that all go smoothly and for minimum stress, I ask that you work along with your child. Please listen to him/her often.


First year students must practice their notes and assigned reading at least 10-15 minutes every evening. As your child progresses, he/she will have more review for they must always work from the beginning, adding on and working through the new assignment, until it is clear and smooth. Speed is not required.

Second year students must practice their Haftarah and Torah portion, etc. at least 20-25 minutes every evening. This will ensure confidence, fluidity and perfection.


At any time, if your child arrives to class without proper preparation, or books, you will be notified. Without books, your child forfeits the privilege of staying in the Bar/Bat Mitzvah class and will return to the regular class.


Should your child have difficulty with his/her preparations, assistance will be available at Talmud Torah. You will receive a telephone call from the Bar/Bat Mitzvah Teacher to discuss the situation. At any time, you are welcome to contact either Cantor Bielak or Cantor Benlolo concerning your child’s progress.


The teacher, parent and student are jointly responsible for proper preparation before the Bar/Bat Mitzvah. The teacher will have 2 sessions of practice from the synagogue bimah with your child. For your information, every synagogue clergy requires that your child be heard approximately 4 weeks prior to the event. Should you not receive a call from your synagogue, do not wait - call the synagogue office.



For students who are beginning Bar/Bat Mitzvah lessons this year, I need the date, name of Parasha, and the name of the Haftarah, as soon as possible in order to order their Haftarah booklets.  Tikunim are available for sale for those who will be reading from the Torah.  Haftarah booklets are $9.00, and Tikunim are $28.00.


I wish everyone a “Mazel Tov” on the occasion of commencement of Bar/Bat Mitzvah study. Should you have any concerns, I can be reached at the Talmud Torah office, 722-8827.








Sincerely,








Shawn Marmer
